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PALM SPRINGS
a la Mode

Come for the Instagram moment, stay for the remarkable
hospitality of Palm Springs’ best new hotels.

By Andrea Bennett

MODERN LUXURY SAN DIEGO

ou would be forgiven if, upon
arriving in the lobby of the
new Sands Hotel & Spa
(sandshotelandspa.com), your
imagination conjured Talitha
Gerty circa 1969 lounging on its cushions,
resplendent in Yves Saint Laurent. Never mind
the fact that the Moroccan wonderland was,
until recently, a rather unmemorable beige
condo timeshare in Indian Wells. After all, this
is the transformative power of Palm Springs.
Designer Martyn Lawrence Bullard,
tapped by PRG Hospitality to transform Sands,
is no stranger to the area; in fact, he is arguably
one of the originators of the new wave, having

been hired by the same company to overhaul the

JUNE 2018

Colony Palms Hotel 12 years ago. To say that
Palm Springs is remaking itself isn’t news—it’s
been doing that for years. Butits spread beyond
the confines of P.S. proper are significant.
“Obviously, Palm Springs is having a major
revival, but Indian Wells has this allure,”
Bullard says. “It’s one of the wealthiest suburbs
in the whole of America, and there was not a
boutique hotel there. It was the perfect spot to
create a little fantasy because the building had
been so nondescript—hideous, actually.”

The 46-room hotel, with its tranquil
central pool, is now an inviting desert pink, its
lobby patchworked in the “Eastern Promise”
tiles Bullard designed. “It had these cool arches
that lent themselves to the feeling of a large
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From top: Riad-chic meets
Palm Springs mid-mod in the
lobby at Sands: the shimmering

SANDS PHOTOS BY TIM STREET-PORTER
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riad,” he explains. “But I didn’t want
it to be tongue-in-check Moroccan-y.”
To remind you that you are indeed in
Palm Springs, midcentury furniture and
a palette of sunny yellows and bright
whites punch up guest rooms, which
are outfitted with custom minibars. The
hotel’s Pink Cabana restaurant is studded
with an art collection of vintage golf
tournament posters and 1960s fashion
shots of Veruschka in the desert.

A jet-set crowd not unlike the
Gertys’ celebutante pals is now fueled
not so much by drugs as it is an intense
desire to augment their Instagram bases.
As they descend on Palm Springs for
Modernism Week and the Coachella
and Stagecoach music festivals, residents
sometimes feel like victims of their own
modishness. Recently, the owners of a
home on East Sierra Way with a pink
door so recognizable that it has its own
hashtag (#thatpinkdoor) put up “no
photography” signs when they tired of
tripping over Instagrammers. (The irony
is lost on few that the warning signs have
actually had the reverse effect.)

At seven stories high, the 7-month-
old Kimpton The Rowan Palm Springs
hotel (rowanpalmsprings.com) is the
tallest building downtown. It backs
up almost right into the San Jacinto
Mountains, and on the day I visit, various
shades of Trina Turk and Jules Reid are
in picturesque repose around the rooftop
pool. The hotel anchors a revitalization
plan thatincludes the already open H&M
and a massive Starbucks. A blend of
natural materials, midcentury-modern-
inspired furniture and the occasional

’60s witticism (a massive macramé wall
hanging behind the front desk) lures
locals and vacationers, who lounge in the
soaring lobby and dine at its restaurant,
4 Saints. Architect Albert Frey’s famous
modernist prefab Aluminaire House
will soon be reassembled in a permanent
home across the street from the Palm
Springs Art Museum, a short walk
away. And although a new commercial
center isn't popular with everyone, it’s
likely not hurting the personality-driven
boutiques—it might even be giving them
ashot in the arm.

Nearby, the year-old 28-room
Holiday House (holidayhouseps.com)
is one of the best of the midcentury
reboots. Sparrows Lodge owners Jeff
Brock and Richard Crisman bought the
once nondescript property and charged
L.A. designer Mark Sikes with its
redesign, which took only nine months.
Selections from the pair’s private art
collection crowd the vibrant blue library
(look for Hockney and Lichtenstein).
Bright red Donald Sultan poppies are a
zippy contrast in the crisp blue pool area.
Cornflower blue rooms with wet bars,
rattan bar carts and more original art are
an Instagrammer’s paradise. But just as
Palm Springs’ abundance of smart details
have found a way to draw style-seckers,
the best new hotels keep them coming
back with old-school hospitality. Holiday
House guests take a spin on polka-dot
bicycles, help themselves to a poolside
honor bar and even dine together on the
hotel’s Fried Chicken Fridays. If you've
come only for your selfie, you've missed
the point. m

Clockwise from left: Shades

of cerulean and cobalt at the
Holiday House pool; selections
from the owners’ collection

at Holiday House: a tranquil
guest room at The Rowan.
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